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MRS,  E.  PINCHBECK 
MISS  Mo  HARGREAVES 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Rawtenstall  Borough  Council; 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1971  on  the  health  of  the 
residents  of  the  towno 

The  1971  Census  figures  indicated  that  the  population  was  21,395  which  showed 
an  increase  of  25  persons  over  the  Registrar  General''s  mid-summer  estimate  for  1970o 
However,  taking  the  ten-year  period  from  the  Census  in  196I  there  has  been  a  marked 
reduction  in  the  populationo  The  number  of  births  increased  over  the  previous  year, 
and  the  total  number  of  deaths  decreased  thus  illustrating  that  the  population  which 
still  remains  in  the  township  is  to  some  degree  maintaining  itself o  The  only  hope  of 
increasing  the  population  will  be  by  encouraging  people  to  transfer  to  Rawtenstall  to 
live  and  worko  It  could  well  be  that  the  ultimate  link  of  the  motor-way  via  Bury  to 
the  M62  might  encourage  more  people  to  live  in  the  Valley  and,  if  they  cannot  find 
work  here,  commute  to  other  areas o 

Although  too  much  emphasis  should  not  be  placed  on  this  fact,  only  two  infant 
deaths  occurred  last  year  which  is  most  encouraging,  and  the  fact  that  once  again  no 
maternal  deaths  occurred  shows  that  the  services  to  expectant  mothers  are  maintained 
at  a  high  level o 

The  major  causes  of  death  are  still  those  due  to  degenerative  diseases  affecting 
the  heart,  brain  and  lungs,  and  cancers  of  various  kinds o  These  are  indicated  in  the 
appropriate  tablet, 

1971  was  a  good  year  as  far  as  infectious  diseases  were  concerned,  but  even  so 
the  major  incidence  was  measles  which  could  quite  easily  be  brought  under  complete 
control  if  children  at  risk  were  protected  against  the  disease o 

It  is  still  rather  worrying  to  find  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  still 
occurring  and  unfortunately  there  were  three  cases  during  1971  compared  with  one  case 
in  the  previous  yearo  Nobody  should  really  be  complacent  about  this  situations  Until 
there  are  no  notifications  no-one  should  rest  on  their  laurels  and  declare  that  this 
condition  is  now  being  coped  witho 

With  the  approach  of  local  government  re-organisation  it  is  imperative  to 
retain  the  services  and  expertise  of  the  public  health  inspectors  as  a  group,  and 
that  their  services  to  the  public  should  be  retained  as  at  presents  I  also  feel  that 
our  representatives  should  make  quite  certain  that  this  service  remains  locally  based 
and  is  not  centralised  in  some  large  block  of  officeso  It  is  absolutely  vital  to  the 
well-being  of  the  area  that  public  health  inspectors  should  give  a  service  to  the 
public  at  large  and  should  be  easily  accessible  to  the  public  and  not  hidden  away  in 
some  isolated  corners 

Finally  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee,  the  Officers  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for 
their  unstinted  support  and  co-operation  at  all  times  0 

Yours  sincerely, 

T.  S,  JONES, 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  figure  for  mid  year  1971  was 
21,200,  and  the  1971  Census  population  figure  was  21 ,395o  The  adjusted  birth  rate 
was  l4o6  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  l6a0o  The 
adjusted  death  rate  was  l4o1  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  the  national 
rate  of  11  <,60 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  7  per  1 ,000  live  births  compared  with  the  national 
rate  of  180O0 

There  were  two  infant  deaths,  and  of  these  one  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks 
of  lifeo  There  were  no  maternal  deaths.. 

There  were  ninety^two  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notifiedo  The  district  was 
apparently  completely  free  from  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis o 

Milk  and  water  supplies  (public)  gave  satisfactory  results  on  sampling,  except 
that  organisms  causing  undulant  fever  were  present  in  two  milk  samples  involving 
one  farm. 

Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  for  the  improvement  of  houses  were  approved 
in  one  hundred  and  twenty- two  cases. 

STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  . . 

00  00 

00  00  00 

0  0 

00  0  • 

0  0 

9,328 

Number  of  Inhabited 

houses  - 

according  to  the 

Rate 

Books 

0  0 

00  8,198 

Number  of  Inhabited 

houses  - 

Census  1931  °o 

0  0 

00  00 

0  0 

0.  8,079 

Rateable  Value  . 0 

00  00 

00  00  0  0 

0  0 

00  00 

*  0 

..£633,634 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . . 

0  0 

00  00 

0  0 

..  £3,840 

Population  -  Census 

1971  00 

00  00  00 

0  0 

00  00 

0  0 

00  21,393 

Population  -  Census 

1961  00 

00  00  00 

0  0 

00  00 

0  0 

..  23,869 

Population  -  Census 

1951  .0 

00  00  00 

0  c 

0  •  00 

0  • 

..  23,426 

Population  -  Census 

1931  0. 

00  00  00 

0  0 

00  00 

0  0 

00  28,573 

4- 


BIRTHS 


Male 


Female 


Total 


C o  0  o  0  0  0 

0  o 

o  o 

120 

136 

256 

Live  Births 

(Illegitimate  oo 
( 

0  0 

0  0 

7 

20 

27 

o  o 

0  0 

127 

156 

283 

00  00  «•  o* 

(Legitimate  oo  o. 

o  o 

0  0 

2 

2 

Still  Births 

(Illegitimate  oo  oo 

( 

0  0 

0  0 

- 

-- 

- 

0  0 

0  O 

2 

- 

2 

(TotS-l  oo  oo  oo  oo 

DEATHS 

(Legitimate  oo  oo  oo 

O  0 

0  0 

1 

1 

Infantile 

(Illegitimate  oo  oo  oo. 

( 

0  O 

C  0 

- 

1 

1 

o  o 

0  0 

2 

2 

oo  00  oo  oo 

Maternal 

(Puerperal  Sepsis  ..  o. 

0  0 

o  o 

(Other  Maternal  Causes  o  o 

0  O 

•  o 

_ 

Neo^natal  Mortality  »  infants  under  four  weeks  of 

age 

_ 

1 

1 

Total  number 

of 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

0  o 

0  o 

156 

179 

335 

Live  Birth  Rate 

,  per  1,000  Population  oo 

o  o 

0  0  O  0 

0  0 

00  00 

13.3 

Adjusted  Birth  ^ 

Rate,  per  1,000  Population 

o  o 

O  O  0  0 

O  0 

00  00 

l4,6 

Stillbirths, 

rate  per  1 ,000  total  births 

o  o 

0  O  0  O 

0  0 

00  00 

7 

Infantile  Mortality,  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Maternal  Mortality,  rate  per  1,000  total  births  oo 
Neo-=natal  Mortality,  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  Mortality,  rate  per  1,000  total  births  <>  <> 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality,  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ««  oo 
Adjusted  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population 
Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Death  Rate  from  Cancer  oo  .o  oo  oo  oo 


o  o 

o  o 

o  e 


o  o 

O  0 

0  • 

o  o 


o  o 

0  0 

•  o 

o  o 

d  0 

o  o 

•  0 

0  0 

O  0 


4 

11 

4 

15.8 

l4oi 

2o19 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Live  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  Population 
Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  oo  oo  oo 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births 


0  0 

O  O 

c  o 


•  0 

0  0 

0  • 


0  0 

0  0 

0  O 


l6o0 

11c6 

18 

12 
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Cause  of  death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  o»  o  <,  oo 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  o.  <.0  00 

5 

4 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

3 

4 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  00  eo 

2 

- 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  «,  0  00 

5 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  00  00  co  .0 

- 

5 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  00  00 

- 

1 

L0\llC3.0Hld>.3.  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

2 

1 

3 

other  Malignant  Neoplasms  00  00  00  00 

6 

6 

12 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  00  <.0  00 

1 

as> 

1 

Other 'Endocrine  etCo  Diseases  00  00  00 

2 

2 

Ari3.0Bid-d.s  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

1 

- 

1 

Mental  Disorders  00  00  00  00  0. 

1 

1 

^^011X11^x1^X3  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

1 

1 

other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  00  » « 

1 

1 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  00  00  00 

- 

3 

3 

Hypertensive  Disease  00  00  00  00 

2 

4 

6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  00  00  00  00 

48 

31 

99 

Other  forms  Heart  Disease-  00 

4 

8 

12 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  00  00  00  00 

20 

39 

39 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  00  00 

16 

12 

28 

^n0iixionx3.  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

9 

13 

22 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  00  00  00  00 

12 

6 

18 

^Sl^llHSl  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

1 

1 

2 

other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  00  00 

1 

mm 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

= 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  00  00  00  0 .  00 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  00 

2 

2 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  <,0 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito^Urinary  System  <,  <>  00 

=■ 

1 

1 

Oon^0HX^3>JL  X.X 0 S  00  00  00  00  00 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions  <,0 

- 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  00  00  00  00 

10 

1 

11 

All  Other  Accidents  00  00  00  00  00 

1 

3 

6 

All  Other  External  Causes  00  00  00 

1 

oe 

1 

Total  All  Causes 

156 

179 

333 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 


■ 

Year 

Popu¬ 

lation 

■ 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1 ,000 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population 

Infant oMorto 
per  1,000 

Live  Births 

Actual 

Still 

Births 

Maternal 
Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Total 
Births 

Ac 

Lego 

tual 

Illego 

All 

Births 

1971 

2^395 

15o8 

256 

27 

13o3 

7 

2 

. 

1970 

21 ,370 

l6o4 

245 

26 

12.7 

18 

4 

- 

1969 

21 ,640 

13o9 

289 

30 

i4.7 

9 

6 

« 

1968 

21,870 

15o8 

276 

30 

14.0 

10 

10 

OD 

1967 

22,630 

13o6 

285 

23 

13o7 

23 

3 

3o17 

1966 

22,930 

14.8 

276 

20- 

l4  o2 

27 

7 

- 

1965 

23o290 

13o5 

313 

37 

16.6 

22 

9 

- 

1964 

23,310 

l4o1 

328 

26 

16.7 

28 

3 

ca» 

1963 

23,830 

l6o5 

373 

24 

16.7 

18 

12 

- 

1962 

23,860 

l5o2 

368 

23 

16.5 

28 

4 

1961 

23,910 

15«6 

340 

22 

13o1 

8 

6 

i960 

23,970 

l4o8 

333 

19 

13o6 

32 

6 

- 

1959 

24,030 

17o4 

306 

13 

13o4 

28 

7 

1958 

24,230 

l3o7 

319 

12 

l3o7 

18 

12 

2.92 

1957 

24,430 

17o0 

317 

19 

13o8 

13 

6 

1956 

24,650 

l4o4 

312 

17 

l3o3 

13 

8 

- 

1953 

24,840 

16.9 

324 

10 

13o4 

33 

11 

es3 

1954 

24,900 

16.1 

329 

9 

13o6 

30 

4 

2.92 

1953 

24,950 

21.7 

339 

1 

14.1 

23 

9 

2o77 

1952 

25,140 

14.0 

319 

24 

13,6 

32 

8 

2o85 

1951 

23,320 

16.8 

322 

12 

13o2 

33 

11 

- 

1930 

23,330 

13.3 

339 

16 

14.0 

37 

7 

2.76 

1949 

25,220 

15.4 

368 

18 

15.3 

28 

3 

=, 

1948 

25,140 

14.2 

389 

19 

16.2 

48 

13 

3o93 

1947 

24,630 

13o3 

486 

9 

20.0 

38 

11 

2,58 

1946 

24,300 

i4.2 

365 

23 

13.9 

33 

13 

7«>33 

1943 

23,000 

17o3 

303 

21 

l4o1 

33 

10 

3o93 

1944 

23,630 

13o3 

386 

16 

17o3 

37 

9 

4.86 

1940 

26,030 

14.8 

274 

3 

10.7 

47 

12 

= 

1935 

27,940 

13o3 

263 

12 

9o8 

30 

22 

CB» 

1930 

28,660 

13o2 

330 

13 

11o9 

84 

22 

1920 

28,470 

13.3 

339 

34 

20.8 

89 

9 

6.91 

1910 

32,960 

12.2 

399 

26 

19»0 

110 

9o60 

1900 

30,934 

16.7 

717 

33 

24.3 

133 

2.66 
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SECTION  B, 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  following  local  health  services 
which  are  administered  under  the  Divisional  Health  Service  Scheme:  Ambulance, 
District  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare -Services® 

The  following  matters  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough  Council: 
control  of  infectious  diseases ,  provision  of  suitable  water  supplies,  control  of 
cleansing  and  disposal  of  refuse,  inspection , of  all  food. and  food  preparing 
premises  including  the  insect ion  of  all  meat-carcases  at  private  slaughterhouses, 
sampling  of  food  stuffs  (milk,  ice-cream,  etco)  for  bacteriological  examination, 
sanitary  accommodation  to  houses,  factories,  shops  and  other  premises,  inspection 
of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for  human  liabitatioji,  statutory  nuisances,  rodent 
control,  offensive  trades,  smoke  abatement  and  many  other  matters  concerned  with 
environmental  healtho 

Hospital  facilities  are  now  under  the  Regional,.  Board  and  Management  Committees 
and  patients  are  admitted  without  regard  to  local-  boundaries® 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  milk  and  water  samples  is 
undertaken  without  charge  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Withington 
Hospital,  West  Didsbury,  Manchester  20® 


I 


SECTION  C. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL, OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Measles  and  Rubella 
I  during  1971  is  shown  by  the  following  table 


PRIMARY  -  BY  YEAR  OF  BIRTH 


1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964 

to 

1967 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

Diphtheria 

2 

156 

68 

6 

•6 

1 

239 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

133 

68 

6 

6 

1 

238 

Tetanus 

2 

133 

68 

6 

8 

20 

239 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

137 

70 

7 

6 

2 

225 

Measles 

- 

65 

39 

20 

12 

- 

136 

Rubella 

- 

- 

- 

69 

69 

The  number  of  children  who  were  given  reinforcement  injections  during  1971  is 
as  follows 


REINFORCEMENT  »  BY  YEAR  OF  BIRTH 


1970 

1969 

1968 

1964 

to 

1967 

Others 

under 

16 

- - 

Total 

Diphtheria 

<— 

3 

225 

16 

244 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

- 

l4 

- 

17 

Tetanus 

- 

3 

- 

225 

30 

258 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

*• 

24i 

12 

254 

1 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated 
against  Smallpox: - 


Primary  Vaccination  Re-Vaccination 

Age  in  years  Age  in  years 


Under  2 

2-3 

3-13 

■  111  ■  M  FT 

Total 
under  16 

t-  : . 

Under  2 

2-3 

3-13 

Total 
under  16 

36 

36 

11 

83 

r 

- 

3 

3 

-9- 


TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF 'CORRECTED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER 
THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH' YEAR  FROM  1962  TO  1971 


1 

Disease 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Para-typhoid  fever 

IS 

69 

2 

Smallpox 

<09 

OKJ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

- 

mm 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Polio=encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

30 

3 

1 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

13 

222 

417 

73 

387 

43 

12 

71 

250 

78 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

14 

21 

2 

11 

1 

1 

7 

2 

Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

<= 

1 

1 

0= 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

cso 

2 

1 

- 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

- 

9 

21 

7 

5 

5 

Leptospirosis 

C=9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

47 

242 

442 

97 

390 

66 

37 

83 

262 

92 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examinations  during  the  year. 


Details  of  Examinations 


Positive 


Negative 


Salmonellae 

Shigellae 


o«o  ooo  oco 

OOO  009  ooo 


1 


10 

10 


«OOOOOeo 

90900000 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  but  no  cases  of 
non- pulmonary  tuberculosis <>  Enquiries  are  made- -in  every  case  about  the  source  of  the 
infection  and  family  and  other  close  contacts  of  the  patient  are  examined o 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  forty-one  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the 
register o  Three  cases  were  added,  no  cases  were  taken  off  the  register,  leaving  a 
total  of  forty-four  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year o  The  following 
table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  on  the  register  during  the  yearo 

PARTICULARS  OF  CASES  ON  REGISTER  DURING  1971 


PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

TOTAL  PULMONARY 
AND 

NON-PULMONARY 

M, 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Noc  of  cases  on 
register  at 
beginning  of  year 

20 

13 

33 

5 

3 

8 

25 

16 

4l 

Noo  of  cases  added 
to  register  during 
the  year 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Noo  of  cases  removed 
from  register 
during  the  years 

(a)  Died 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

(b)  Left  district 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Recovered 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(d)  Diagnosis  not 
confirmed 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Noo  cases  remaining 
on  register  at  end 
of  year 

22 

14 

36 

3 

3 

8 

27 

17 

44 
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The  following  tables  give  the  age  groups  of  new  cases  taken  on  the  register 
and  deaths  of  cases  removed  from  the  register  during  1971® 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE 

Pulmonary 

N  on^Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

GROUPS 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Under  1 
1-4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  - 

10 

9 

==  l4 

— 

: 

— 

OB 

15 

“  19 

2 

=• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

-  24 

- 

25 

«  34 

- 

- 

35 

»  44 

— 

■» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

-  54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

-  64 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  I9OO  --  1971 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  - 

Total  -  • 

1900 

56 

3 

59 

1910 

29 

10 

39 

1920 

14 

7 

21 

1930 

11 

9 

20 

1940 

13 

4 

17 

1945 

10 

4 

14 

1950 

8 

0 

8 

1955 

8 

- 

8 

1957 

4 

4 

1958 

2 

- 

2 

1959 

3 

3 

1960 

2 

2 

1961 

3 

1 

4 

1963 

1 

1 

1964 

1 

1 

1963 

2 

<3S 

2 

1966 

2 

— 

2 

1968 

2 

=. 

2 

1969 

■=■ 

- 

1970 

1 

- 

1 

1971 

“= 

— 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
Mro  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
my  twenty=-fourth  Annual  Report o  This  introductory  letter  takes  liberty  in  up-dating 
certain  information  of  topicality  where  considered  appropriate o 

Last  year  comment  was  made  on  the  Government “ s  White  Paper  proposals  for  local 
government  re-organisation  in  so  far  as  they  affected  environmental  healtho  It 
appeared  them  that  essentially  local  services  were  to  be  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  thus  fragmenting  environmental  health  worko  Amendments  have  been  made  to 
the  proposals,  and  clean  air  administration  and  clarification  of  other  work  mean  that 
more  worth-while  tasks  are  capable  of  being  done  beneficially  at  local  level*,  Food 
and  drugs  administration  will  still  remain  with  the  County,  and  refuse  disposal  was 
also  scheduled  for  the  first  tier  authorityo  Recent  voting  on  the  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Commons  transfers  refuse  disposal  back  to  the  district  council,  but  one  suspects 
that  during  passage  through  the  House  of  Lords  this  could  very  well  be  changed*, 

Despite  the  delays  in  slum  clearance  which  occurred  during  the  year  which 
aggravated  dereliction  problems,  nearly  80%  of  the  property  in  proposed  clearance 
areas  has  been  represented  and  Orders  madeo  Post  war  clearance  work  started  in 
October  1955  when  the  twenty-year  plan  got  under  wayo  There  seem  no  obvious  reasons 
why  the  plan  should  not  be  fulfilled  on  timeo  In  addition  to  programming  property 
for  clearance,  the  plan  visualised  the  improvement  of  better  type  back-to-back 
properties  and  neighbouring  “through “  houses o  During  1972  this  latter  programme 
should  reach  about  half-way  stage,  and  the  outstanding  houses  are  now  of  such 
numbers  that  one  can  visualise  their  completion  within  the  twenty-year  periodo  A 
lot  of  this  work  is  being  carried  out  at  present  by  the  Council  purchasing  and 
improving  this  type  of  propertyo 

More  than  two- thirds  of  the  town's  older  terraced  property  now  possess  the 
standard  modern  amenities o  Whilst  one  welcomes  the  acceleration  of  improvements 
resulting  from  better  grants,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  close  analysis  of  the 
property  being  improved  reveals  these  improvements  do  not  include  many  of  the 
poorer  properties?  that  is  those  which  possess  few,  if  any,  of  the  amenities o 
The  need  for  a  special  drive  on  these  properties  seems  required,  and  it  would  be 
interesting  to  ascertain  the  reasons  for  the  poor  response  from  this  particular 
class o  It  could  be  that  many  are  owner-occupied  by  elderly  people,  who  in  addition 
to  being  unable  to  afford  the  improvements,  are  not  anxious  to  experience  the 
disturbance  such  improvements  bring  within  their  wake  and  who  may  be  content  with 
their  present  facilities,  not  having  experienced  anything  better *> 

If  this  is  the  core  of  the  problem  no  doubt  time  will  resolve  the  necessity 
for  improvements  and  grants  will  presumably  be  always  available,  although  at  a 
lower  level  than  at  present©  It  is  important  to  ensure  that  there  should  be  as 
little  property  as  possible  in  mainly  improved  terraces  which  could  cause  a  canker 
of  decay  in  the  future  and  pose  problems©  Obviously  more  of  the  older  property 
that  can  be  improved  the  longer  will  be  the  expectancy  of  its  life  and  retard  the 
creation  <of  future  slums o 
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Creation  of  smoke  control  are§.s  proceeded  well  and  this  was  generally  welcomed 
by  the  public  who  are  already  commenting  on  cleaner  air  benefits o  The  property 
surveys  carried  out  to  record  types  of  appliances  in  use  indicated  that  about  a  third 
of  the  people  already  complied  with  requirements  and  householders  had  already  sought 
the  more  labour  saving  and  cleaner  heating  appliances o 

At  the  time  of  going  to  press  four  Orders  are  operative  affecting  new  develop¬ 
ment  involving  one  hundred  and  eighty  houses o  The  first  Order  affecting  existing 
property  is  now  operative 5  confirmation  is  expected  sooia  of  the  Hall  Carr  area;  and 
survey  work  has  started  on  the  Haslingden  Road  and  Oakley  districts o  Recent  decisions 
by  the  Committee  to  accelerate  this  work  should  mean  that  Orders  will  have  been  made 
by  the  Council  covering  about  a  third  of  the  town’s  property  before  local  government 
re-organisation  takes  place  in  197^  despite  a  start  not  having  been  made  until  '1970o 

Even  before  the  main  effects  are  experienced  from  the  creation  of  smoke  control 
areas,  the  level  of  smoke  pollution  now  being  recorded  in  the  town  centre  is  nearly  a 
third  of  that  recorded  eleven  years  ago  when  recordings  first  commenced®  The 
abolition  of  high  density  back-to-back  houses,  the  voluntary  adoption  by  private 
householders  and  builders  of  smokeless  fuels  in  old  and  new  houses,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  industrial  field  are  the  main  contributing  factors® 

In  the  latter  part  of  Section  F®  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  Inspection  and 
supervision  of  food  under  the  heading  of  consumer  complaints,  reference  is  made  to 
the  trend  im  recent  years  to  deal  more  with  complaints  of  foreign  bodies  and  mould 
in  food  as  compared  with  the  pre-war  emphasis  on  adulteration  which  is  becoming  rarer® 
It  was  welcome  news  heard  recently  that  the  Foods  Standards  Committee  have  recommended 
the  Government  to  introduce  legislation  which  will  ensure  a  comprehensive  system  of 
open  date  marking  of  prepacked  foods®  I  am  sure  many  housewives  will  welcome  this 
recommendation  and  hope  for  early  implementatiom®  I  also  agree  with  the  views  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  that  if  we  are  to  have  legis¬ 
lation  dealing  with  the  freshness  of  foods  by  date  marking,  then  it  would  also  be 
appropriate  to  have  stronger  legal  control  over  the  temperature  at  which  perishable 
foods  are  transported,  stored  and  displayed  for  sale®  Temperature  of  course  is  a 
significant  factor  in  determining  the  rate  of  deterioration  of  perishable  foodstuffs® 

Some  grocers  warn  that  date  marking  could  lead  to  higher  food  prices®  They 
visualise  a  situation  where  shoppers  will  always  go  for  food  with  the  latest  date  on 
it  and  older  foodstuffs  will  be  left  on  the  shelf®  Apart  from  the  attraction  to  the 
housewife  and  its  safeguard  against  sale  of  stale  goods,  one  of  the  advantages  of 
date  marking  claimed  by  the  Food  Standards  Committee  is  that  it  will  make  stock 
rotation  easy  and  effective  for  the  retailer  and  the  wholesaler®  Certainly,  in  our 
experience,  failure  to  rotate  stock  systematically  is  common  amongst  many  retailers® 

I  again  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  to  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  support,  and  also  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staff  for  their  wholehearted  co¬ 
operation®  I  record  with  pleasure  the  conscientious  and  unstinting  service  given  by 
a  very  capable  and  loyal  staff  and  body  of  employees,  to  whom  I  give  my  personal 
thanks  ® 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C®  CUNLIFFE 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


SECTION  D, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCE 


WATER  SUPPLY 


1<,  PUBLIC  SUPPLY 

Since  the  1st  April  19^3  Bolton  Corporation  has  been  the  statutory  water  under 
taking  for  the  area  and  serves  8526  houses  in  the  town,  all  being  directly  pipedo 
Thirty^eight  new  houses  were  connected  to  the  public  supply  during  the  yearo 
Extensions  of  water  mains  were  carried  out  as  follows? 


Existing  Property 
183  metres 


New  Property  Other  Development 

790  metres  39  metres 


Upland  surface  water  reservoirs  at  Clowbridge,  Greenfold  and  Clough  Bottom,  all 
of  which  are  chlorinated  and  filtered,  provide  the  source  for  the  main  public  supply* 
Owing  to  certain  waters  being  derived  from  peaty  moorlands,  there  is  a  liability  to 
plumbo-solvency  and  the  water  is  lime=treated  to  overcome  thiso  From  the  tests  made 
after  treatment  the  water  was  seen  to  have  no  significant  plumbo-solvent  action* 

The  Undertaking  reports  that  during  the  year  679  samples  of  raw  water  were  subjected 
to  bacteriological  examination  and  partial  analysis,  and  29  were  subjected  to  full 
chemical  analysis*  In  addition,  2,439  samples  of  filtered  and  treated  water  received 
bacteriological  examination  and  partial  chemical  analysis,  and  38  full  chemical 
analysis*  The  results  showed  that  the  filtered  and  treated  water  was  of  a  satisfactory 
quality* 

No  special  action  was  required  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamina¬ 
tion*  The  average  natural  fluorine  content  of  water  supplied  to  the  Rawtenstall  area 
is  approximately  0*30  parts  per  million* 

Implementation  of  the  powers  contained  in  Section  96  of  the  Housing  Act  1964 
continued  to  bring  a  satisfactory  response  by  giving  encouragement  to  owners  of 
property  unsatisfactorily  served  by  common  water  service  pipes  to  provide  separate 
services*  The  Committee  pay  the  Water  Undertaking’s  cost  in  connecting  an  external 
stop“tap  to  the  water  main  up  to  a  maximum  of  £12*30  including  road  re=instatement 
charges  (to  be  raised  to  £20*00  in  July  1972) *  Owners  are  responsible  for  their 
plumbers’  cost  of  work  from  the  external  stop=tap  into  the  house*  Fifty-five 
applications  for  financial  assistance  were  approved  during  the  year  giving  a  total 
of  693  applications  approved  during  the  eight  years  operation  of  the  scheme* 

2*  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

The  number  of  houses  on  private  supply  is  293°  Of  these  221  are  in  isolated 
areas  remote  from*  public  mains*  There  are  68  houses  within  reasonable  reach  of 
public  water  mains  and  not  affected  by  clearance  schemes* 

Last  year  one  sample  was  collected  and  this  was  unsatisfactory*  The  owner  of 
the  premises  involved,  a  farmer,  was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
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Fisheries  and  Food  for  assistance  in  the  provision  of  a  satisfactory  water  supply 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  sewerage  scheme  is  on  the  separate  system.  Extensive  alterations  to  the 
sewage  disposal  plant  commenced  in  I969  are  still  in  progress  and  have  involved  the 
expenditure  of  well  over  a  million  pounds <>  During  the  year  work  commenced  on  the 
screenhouse  and  incinerator  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  screenings 
which  has  plagued  sewage  disposal  authorities  for  many  years o  At  the  present  time 
the  screenings  are  tipped  and  buried  on  the  Board's  land,  but  the  shortage  of  land 
necessitates  the  Board  considering  other  methods  of  disposal o  The  new  plant  will  be 
one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  installed  in  a  sewage  treatment  works  to  deal  with 
this  problem o 

I  should  like  to  record  in  this  Report  my  appreciation  of  the  co^-operation  I 
received  from  Mro  Go  Ro  Hoyle,  the  Sewerage  Works  Manager,  over  the  past  twenty  years 
'and  who  retired  in  March  1971° 

Thirty-Height  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  during  the 
yearo  One  hundred  and  sixty-one  houses  are  not  on  the  water  carriage  system,  but  the 
majority  of  these  are  outlying  farms  and  cottages  not  connected  by  reason  of  their 
isolationo 

There  were  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  inspections  made  in  connection  with 
drainage  defects,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety^six  complaints  of  blocked  drains  and 
closets  were  dealt  with  by  the  Department  during  the  yearo  The  employment  of  a  man 
for  the  prompt  release  of  blocked  drains  provides  a  valuable  service,  and  complaints 
are  normally  dealt  with  within  24  hours  of  receipt o 

The  expeditious  procedure  enabled  by  the  Public  Health  Act  196I  dealing  with 
blocked  and  defective  drains  is  delegated  to  the  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairraano 
Similar  delegation  for  streamlining  procedure  exists  in  connection  with  the  Public 
Health  Act  193^  in  respect  of  Section  39  (drains,  eaves  gutters,  rainwater  pipes, 
etCo),  Section  44  ■=■  45  (defective  sanitary  conveniences),  and  Section  93  (nuisances). 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  Rivers  Irwell  and  Limy  Water  are  polluted  by  industrial  premises  in  the 
areao  Appreciable  improvement  has  taken  place  in  recent  years  partly, from  certain 
closures  of  works  producing  intransigent  effluents,  and  partly  by  effluents  being 
accepted  into  the  sewerage  system  both  in  Rawtenstall  and  Bacup  following 
modernisation  of  the  sewage  disposal  plant.  The  other  tributary  to  the  River 
Irwell  ”  Whitewell  Brook  “  which  at  one  time  was  heavily  polluted  is  so  much 
improved  that  fishing  takes  place  over  an  appreciable  length. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Number 

of  privy  middens  o »  o »  o »  » » 

0  e 

o  o 

•  • 

0  • 

Nil 

Number 

of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 

O  0 

o  • 

O  0 

0  o 

®®  Nil 

Number 

of  pall  closets  o®  o®  o®  o®  ®® 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

O  0 

®.  122 

Number 

of  dry  ashpits  (exclusive  of  middens) 

o  m 

•  0 

o  o 

0  o 

Nil 

Number 

of  waste  water  closets  ®®  ®®  ®o  ®® 

0  0 

o  o 

o  » 

O  9 

o.  917 

Niimber 

of  fresh  water  closets  ® »  . »  ®  ® 

o  o 

o  o 

e  o 

9  0 

®®  8,450 

Number 

of  portable  receptacles  for  refuse 

o  o 

O  0 

o  o 

O  • 

®®  9,258 

There  still  remain  917  waste  water  closets  in 

the 

town® 

Approximately  566 

waste  water  closets  are  to  be  found  at  properties  with  an  expectancy  of  life  of 
more  than  15  years o 

One  hopes  that  the  75%  discretionary  grant  which  will  be  available  for  three 
years  will  encourage  more  owners  to  modernise  their  houses®  I  would  prefer  the 
abolition  of  waste  water  closets  to  proceed  by  this  method  and  thus  provide 
internal  WoCs  rather  than  use  statutory  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act  to 
convert  external  waste  water  closets  on  site®  The  external  fresh  water  closet 
is  acceptable  as  a  second  closet  but  is  not  really  suitable  as  the  only  type  of 
sanitary  accommodation  available,  although  it  is  certainly  better  than  the 
"tipper®  closet®  In  the  absence  of  success  with  voluntary  comprehensive  improve¬ 
ments  the  future  use  of  available  statutory  powers  should  not  be  overlooked® 

Thirty  conversions  were  carried  out,  seventeen  under  the  provisions  of  Section  47(4) 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  and  thirteen  by  way  of  discretionary  or  standard 
grants® 

Another  problem  which  will  have  to  be  faced  in  the  future  is  the  method  for 
dealing  with  disused  waste  water  closets  “  often  in  ranges  -  for  which,  in  the 
absence  of  nuisance,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  adequate-  powers,  apart  from 
possible  help  in  general  improvement  areas® 

The  Council  make  a  grant  of  £15  -  (to  be  raised  to  £20  in  July  1972)  “  towards 
the  cost  of  converting  waste  water  closets,  and  will  pay  one  half  of  approved  costs 
for  pail  closet  conversions,  including,  in  the  remote  areas,  the  provision  of  a 
proper  septic  tank®  Since  the  Council's  scheme  was  instituted  in  May  1952  applications 
have  been  approved  for  the  conversion  of  54  pail  closets  and  1,506  waste  water  closets® 
Grants  approved  total  £1,622  in  respect  of  pails  and  £15*797  respect  of  waste- 
water  closets,  the  scheme  being  financed  out  of  loan® 

The  outstanding  houses  served  by  pails,  collected  by  the  department,  can  be 
classified  as  follows  overleafs- 


17 


Class 

of  Property 

Category 

Reasonable 

Life 

Due  for 
Demolition 

Total 

1  o 

Pails  within  100  fto 
distance  of  sewer  and 
water  supply 

2 

2 

2o 

Pails  within  reasonable 
distance  but  some  sewer 
extension  required 

3 

3 

3o 

Pails  requiring 
appreciable  sewer 
extension  or  water  supply 

4 

4 

Pails  in  remote  areas 
unlikely  to  be  sewered 

31 

8 

39 

5o 

Pails  in  temporary  or 
occasional  use 

- 

- 

3 

Total  number  collected 

33 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1971 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  yearo 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Cleansing  and  Salvage 
Drainage  and  Sewerage  <> . 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Infectious  Diseases  o  o 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous  -  inco  Noise) 
Public  Convenience^  oo 

Refuse  Accommodation  oo  oo 

River  Pollution  o  o  o  o 

Rodent  Control  oo  oo  oo  oo 

Sanitary  Accommodation  o  o 

Air  Pollution 

Smoke  Control  Areas  <> «  o »  .  o 

Verminous  Premises  .o  oo  oo 

Water  Supplies  (Private)  oo  oo 

Water  Supplies  (Public) 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1963’  oo  oo 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  • 

o  e 

o  o 

o  o 


e  o 

o  » 

o  o 


o  o 

o  o 

o  • 

o  o 
o  o 


HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION 

Dwelling  house  repairs  »  Housing  Act  o »  o » 
Dwelling  house  repairs  •=  Public  Health  Act  » o 
Enquiries  (Miscellaneous)  oo  oo  oo  oo 
Improvements  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo 

Overcrowding  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo 

Rent  Act  1957  Qualification  Certificates  oo 
Survey  ■=  inco  Back-to-back  improvement  schemes 

FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 


Food  inspection 
Meat  Inspection 
Slaughterhouses 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


O  O 

o  o 

o  o 


SAMPLING 


Milk 


Primary 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

Total 

e  • 

316 

2 

318 

•  e 

77 

157 

234 

2 

— 

2 

o  o 

20 

4 

24 

e  o 

66 

54 

120 

0  0 

65 

5 

70 

0  0 

224 

87 

311 

o  o 

3 

1 

4 

o  0 

24 

48 

72 

o  o 

44 

7 

51 

e  o 

278 

49 

327 

o  o 

711 

156 

867 

O  9 

10 

3 

13 

•  O 

5 

5 

0  0 

8 

— 

8 

O  O 

44 

38. 

82 

0  0 

30 

86 

116 

9  0 

1'9 

23 

42 

0  0 

38 

6 

44 

0  0 

75 

15 

90 

0  0 

5 

2 

7 

0  0 

7 

13 

20 

0  0 

123 

- 

123 

33 

15 

48 

00  1515 

- 

1515 

00  4 

22 

26 

126 

1 

127 

3872 

794 

4666 

Continued  0 . . 
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o  o . . e  o . . . . .Continued 

B/ fwdo 

Primary 

Visits 

3872 

Re- 

Visits 

794 

Total 

4666 

Premises  visited 

JP  ct  Allim3.XlS  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO 

0  0 

1 

— 

1 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  o  o 

0  0 

3 

1 

4 

C3.r3.V9.11.S  OO  OO  O  0  OO  OO 

0  0 

1 

1 

Hairdressers  oo  ..  oo  o.  oo 

0  0 

8 

-> 

8 

Offensive  Trades  .0  00  0.  00 

0  0 

2 

3 

5 

Offices  (Offices, Shops  and  Railway  Premises) 

14 

l4 

Shops  DO  oo  00  00  «o 

0  0 

43 

2 

45 

WhoXsss-Xdx^s  oo  00  00  00  00 

0  0 

3 

1 

6 

Rag  Flock  Premises 

0  0 

3 

1 

4 

Schools  (inCoKitchens  and  Sculleries) 

0  0 

4 

C3 

4 

Swill  Boiling  Plants  0 .  00 

0  e 

3 

- 

3 

Food  Premises  "  Grocers  00  00 

0  0 

66 

25 

91 

-  Greengrocers  0  0 

0  0 

21 

2 

23 

"  Butchers  . . 

0  0 

35 

1 

36 

-  Preserved  Meat  Manufacturer 

1 

1 

"  Fried  Fish  Shops  00 

0  0 

18 

l4 

32 

”  Sweet  Shops  00  00 

0  0 

5 

« 

5 

=  Licensed  Premises 

0  0 

15 

1 

16 

"  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

17 

1 

18 

"  Restaurants  and  Cafes 

»  0 

8 

2 

10 

-  Mobile  Retail  Vehicles 

5 

1 

6 

"  Fishmongers 

0  0 

1 

1 

"  Market  Stalls  00 

0  0 

54 

1 

55 

Smoke  Observations 

Hand  Fired/Sprinklers  00  00  00 

0  0 

6 

1 

7 

Oth^^rs  00  00  00  00  00  00 

0  0 

12 

4223 

1 

832 

13 

5075 

In  addition  to  the  list  of  Public 

Health  Inspectors’ 

Visits  196 

complaints 

regarding  blocked  drains  and  waste  water  closets,  etc.,  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Department o 


WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

The  housing  defects  and  nuisances  listed  overleaf  were  discovered,  remedied 
and  dealt  with  by  serving  of  notice o 
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DWELLING  HOUSE  REPAIRS  AND  NUISANCES  RECORDED  IN  JOURNAL  (P.H.A.) 


- 

Found 

Abated 

^OO^S  0  0  0  0 

•  0 

0  9 

0  0 

9  0 

0  9 

9  9 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

2 

Chimney  Stacks 

0  0 

9  0 

e  • 

0  • 

9  9 

9  9 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

2 

1 

Chimney  Flues 

c  0 

0  0 

•  0 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

1 

Eaves  Gutters 

•  0 

0  9 

9  9 

0  9 

9  9 

2 

1 

Rain  water  Pipes 

0  0 

9  9 

0  • 

9  9 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

2 

Walls  -  structure 

0  0 

9  9 

1 

mm 

Wall  pointings 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

1 

Outbuildings  . . 

0  0 

1 

Fresh  water  closets 

insufficient 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

1 

1 

Drains 

•  • 

9  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  0 

3 

2 

Wall  plaster  . . 

0  0 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

0  • 

9  9 

9  • 

9  9 

2 

2 

Windows  . . 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

9  9 

0  C 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

0  0 

4 

1 

Staircases 

0  0 

0  0 

9  0 

9  9 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

0  0 

1 

Doors 

c  0 

0  • 

•  9 

9  9 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

0  0 

1 

Floors  0  0  0  0 

0  e 

0  0 

0  9 

9  0 

9  9 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

0  9 

2 

Sinks  0.  OO 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

9  0 

9  9 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

20 

1 

15 

NOTICES  SERVED 


InlOX^Rl^.!  OO  OO  •  o  OO  0  O  3 

S 't&'tii'toir'y  o  o  OO  OO  OO  Nil 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Industrial  Pollution 


The  level  of  smoke  pollution  from  industrial  sources  contributes  little  to 
the  overall  smoke  pollution  due  to  the  appreciable  modernisation  that  has  taken 
place  in  industry  since  the  Clean  Air  Act  The  majority  of  the  coal  fired 

is  done  so  by  mechanical  means  and  there  are  only  three  hand  fired  plants o  Never¬ 
theless,  despite  the  theoretical  smokelessness  and  practicability  of  the  mechanically 
fired  coal  and  oil  furnaces  to  comply  with  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations  I9589  constant  vigilance  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  furnaces  are 
operated  and  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner o  During  the  year  the  attention 
of  a  number  of  factory  owners  or  engineers  was  called  to  temporary  lapses o  Informal 
approaches  invariably  produced  satisfactory  results. 

Two  applications  for  approval  of  chimney  heights  were  approved  under  Section  6 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968,  and  two  notifications  of  installation  of  new  furnaces 
were  given  under  Section  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956. 

The  table  overleaf  gives  the  results  of  smoke  observations  taken  during  the 
year: - 
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Total  number  of  observations  oo  oo  o»  oo  11 

Complying  with  Regulations  c  o  <.  ...  o »  7 

Not  complying  with  the  Regulations  oo  ».  oo  4 

Domestic  Pollution 

By  examining  the  ratio  of  smoke/ sulphur  dioxide  readings  obtained  from  locally 
sited  instruments  it  is  estimated  that  90%  of  the  smoke  pollution  in  the  town  now 
emanates  from  domestic  sources o  This  smoke  is  discharged  at  a  very  low  level  and 
the  valley  formation  of  the  town,  particularly  in  winter  when  temperature  inversions 
most  commonly  occur „  gives  rise  to  quite  high  levels  of  smoke  pollutiono  This  is 
harmful  to  health,  dirty,  uneconomic  and  justifies  the  quickest  possible  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  smoke  control  programme o 

At  present  the  Council” s  policy  is  to  make  Smoke  Control  Orders  on  all  un¬ 
developed  land  where  ten  or  more  houses  are  to  be  erectedo  During  the  year  the 
restrictions,  previously  imposed  by  the  Department  of  Environment  on  the  rate  progress 
could  be  made  with  smoke  control  areas  affecting  existing  property,  were  lifted  and 
it  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  originally  designed  programme  spread  over  fifteen 
years o  One  Smoke  Control  Order  was  confirmed  during  the  year  and  another  area  was 
surveyedo 

Although,  in  the  light  of  decisions  made  in  1972  the  position  is  up-dated  in  the 
introductory  letter,  the  position  at  the  end  of  1971  was  as  follows ;- 


Areas  of  undeveloped  land 


NooOf  dwellings 

likely  to  be 

Area  Noo 

Site 

Acreage 

affected 

Present  position 

Balladen 

19o6 

72 

Order  operative  1/7/70 

2o 

Hurst  Lane 

3o1 

31 

Order  operative  1/8/71 

4o 

Reedsholme 

i6o38 

64 

Order  confirmed  -  operative 

1/V72 

5o 

Greenbank 

3o25 

13 

Order  confirmed  -  operative 

1/4/72 

42o33 

180 

Areas  of 

existing  houses 

3o 

Balladen  and 

Order  confirmed  -  operative 

Bury  Road 

6iOo4 

628 

31/7/72 

6o 

Hall  Carr  and 

Bury  Road 

265o6 

515 

Awaiting  confirmation 

8760O 

1143 

22- 


The  results  of  the  air  sampling  apparatus  and  meteorolDgLcal  records  are  appended. 
The  reduction  trend  in  smoke  pollution  noted  last  .year  was  again  noted  at  the  Health 
Office  and  Hall  Carr  sites,  but  the  Grammar  School  site  was  slightly  higher. 

t 

Three  volumetric  instruments  measuring  amounts  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in 
the  atmosphere  are  situated,  one  at  the  Department's  Office  in  the  town  centre,  one 
on  the  first  floor  of  the  former  Hall  Carr  Co-operative  Grocery  Store,  and  the  third 
at  the  Bacup  and  Rawtenstall  Grammar  School,  Waterfoot. 

The  authority  is  a  member  of  the  South  East  Lancashire  and  North  Cheshire 
Consultative  Committee  for  the  Investigation  of  Atmosphere  Pollution,  in  which  there 
are  thirty“eight  constituent  local  authorities  represented. 
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MONTHLY  POLLTJTION  AVERAGES 


MONTH 

,  ■  - - -  . 

«  SMOKE 

SULPH 

DR  DIOXIDE 

Health  Office 

Hall  Carr 

B.RoG.S. 

Health  Office 

'Hall  Carr 

B.R .G  oS . 

J  anuary 

221 

184 

253 

239 

165 

269 

February 

137 

160 

140 

174 

157 

204 

March 

87 

99 

118 

137 

117 

189 

April 

71 

100 

78 

127 

132 

161 

May 

4l 

59 

55 

85 

89 

76 

June 

34 

53 

35 

54 

56 

100 

July 

21 

30 

28 

65 

71 

94 

August 

40 

47 

4l 

75 

81 

71 

September 

71 

84 

76 

126 

123 

129 

October 

90 

118 

92 

l4l 

128 

119 

November 

103 

132 

133 

159 

140 

191 

December 

86 

123 

85 

171 

l4l 

155 

Annual 

average  daily 
pollution 

84 

99 

95 

129 

117 

147 

Measurements  in  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 


WEATHER  CONDITIONS  AND  POLLUTION  (HEALTH  OFFICE  READINGS) 


Meteorological 

conditions 

Noo  of 
days 

Smoke 

1 

so 

SMOKE  in  microgrammes  per 
cubic  metre 

Fog 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Rain  (  +  <,01") 

Wet  (+o04") 

6 

48 

96 

20 

81 

290 

178 

101 

98 

62 

281 

123 

147 

136 

115 

Average 

Highest  Lowest 

84 

912  7 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  in  mgrms/m^ 

Average  f  Highest  Lowest 

r  129  !  351  \  20 

!_ _ t _ t _ 

RAINFALL  IN  INCHES  TEMPERATURE  °F, 


Total  iHighest  Daily 

1  Highest  Monthly 

Avo  Maxo 

Highest 

Aveo  Min<, 

Lowest 

38o94"  1  I083" 

[  4o97'' 

55 

81 

4l 

18- 

Wind 

Direction 

Noo  of 
days 

Avo 

Smoke 

Avo 

SO2 

Wind 

Velocity 

Force 

Noo 

Noo  of 
days 

Avo 

Smoke 

Avo 

SO2 

No 

3 

72 

132 

Light  air 

1 

60 

103 

167 

N.Eo 

37 

74 

98 

Light  breeze 

2 

54 

111 

169 

E, 

15 

55 

110 

Gentle  breeze 

3 

49 

81 

124 

S.Wo 

90 

78 

l44 

Moderate  wind 

4 

40 

68 

121 

Wo 

47 

91 

120 

Fresh  wind 

5 

35 

57 

100 

NoWo 

32 

77 

123 

Strong  wind 

6 

11 

25 

80 

S.Eo 

22 

131 

196 

Moderate  gale 

7 

2 

49 

70 

So 

5 

43 

102 

Fresh  gale 

8 

- 

mao 

DISINFESTATION 


Advice  and  assistance  is  given  to  all  occupiers  of  infested  premises  who  seek 
our  help.  Treatment  for  householders  is  free  if  their  co-operation  can  be  secured, 
and  the  methods  vary  according  to  circumstances  <>  The  substances  used  also  vary 
according  to  circumstances  but  they  include  pyrethrura,  D.D.T.,  lindane  and  dieldrin. 


Treatment  by  the  Department’s  staff  has  been  undertaken  in  the  following  cases; 


Cockroaches 

n 

Fleas 

Earwigs 

Wasps 

Plaster  Beetles 
Bugs 


Tuberculosis 
Other  than 
Tuberculosis 


Noo  of  Premises  No.  of  Rooms 


-  Domestic  8 

Schools  4 

Business  2 

Domestic  4 

Domestic  1 

Domestic  (Gardens)  2 

Domestic  1 

Domestic  1 


DISINFECTION 

Noo  of  Premises 


-  Domestic 
Domestic 


3 


8 

10 

7 

10 

2 

2 

3 


Noo  of  Rooms 


6 


SCHOOLS 


There  are  22  schools  in  the  Borough  and  the  following  table  sets  out  the 
general  standard  of  sanitary  arrangements o  The  Regulations  referred  to  are  based 
on  the  School  Premises  Amended  Regulations <> 


Yard  surfaces  unsatisfactory 


Nil 


Sanitary  Accommodation: 

Fresh  water  closets  only  <,  o 

Trough  closets  only 

Refuse  disposal  by  dustbins  « . 


o  o 

o  o 


o  o 


22 

Nil 

22 


Water  Supply; 

Public  Mains 
Private  supplies 


o  o  22 

,0  Nil 


Washing  facilities  unsatisfactory  according  to 

standard  prescribed  by  Regulation  . .  » .  « o  Nil 

Drinking  facilities  unsatisfactory  o  <.  o  o  o  <>  .  o  Nil 
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The  facilities  for  handling  school  meals  were  mainly  satisfactory  and  a  high 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  observedo  Six  schools  prepare  meals  on  their  premises o 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  only  one  tripe  dresser  in  the  Borough  and  the  premises,  which  are 
satisfactory,  are  visited  periodicallyo 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960,  which  brought  into  force 
a  new  licensing  system  for  caravans,  has  two  objects ’ 

(i)  to  control  the  location  of  caravan,  sites  by  seeking  appropriate  planning 
permission o 

(ii)  to  improve  conditions  on  sites  by  requiring  good  standards  of  layout, 
equipment  and  maintenance o 

This  latter  provision  is  governed  by  the  issue  of  site  licences  by  the  local 
authority  which  are  only  issued  if  planning  permission  is  obtained,,  Five  licences 
have  been  issued  to  date  subject  to  the  necessary  conditions o 

RAG  FLOCK 

The  ^g  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  1951  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  November  1951?  and  the  Act  repeals  the  Rag  Flock  Acts  of  1911 9  l928o  There  are 
no  licensed  premises  within  the  Borough,  but  two  premises  are  registered  as  users 
of  filling  materials o 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Surface  Treatment 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  of  rats  or 
mice  being  seen  by  members  of  the  public  although,  in  actual  fact,  the  actual  number 
of  premises  found  to  be  infested  was  less  than  the  previous  yearo  Although  the  type 
of  treatment  varies  in  different  cases  and  mice  infestations  are  generally  the  more 
difficult  to  eradicate,  the  greatest  success  in  treatment  for  the  majority  of  cases 
has  been  with  the  following  poisons s  chlorophacinone  for  rats  and  alphachloralose 
for  miceo  The  use  of  Warfarin  is  now  almost  restricted  to  use  in  sewers  in  con- 
junction  with  oatmeal,  risella  oi.l  and  paranitrophenol  as  a  bait  preservative® 

A  very  unfortunate  incident  occurred  during  the  year  when  one  of  the  public 
health  inspectors,  investigating  a  culvert  believed  to  be  the  possible  source  of  an 
intransigent  infestation,  contracted  leptospirosis  “  presumably  from  rat  contaminated 
water®  Although  he  was  seriously  ill  in  hospital  for  some  time  he  appears  to  have 
fully  recovered® 

The  table  over-leaf  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  to  deal  with  surface  in- 
festations; 
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Properties  other  than  sewers 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 


1o  Number  of  properties  in  district  oo  oo  10,989 

2o  a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises)  inspected 

following  notification  oo  oo  oo  oo  426 


b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


125 

111 


3o  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  anc3/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification  oo  oo  oo  oo 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  oo  oo 

(ii)  Mice 


144 


1 


Sewer  Treatment 


The  low  level  of  seWer  infestation,  which  has  been  noted  for  many  years,  for 
some  unknown  reason  had  increased  when  the  test  baiting  and  first  treatment 
results  were  examinedo  A  second  treatment  of  the  sewers  carried  out  later  showed 
the  effectiveness  of  the  first  treatment,  and  one  of  the  lowest  levels  of  infestation 
was  recorded.  No  apparent  reason  for  the  original  increase  was  foundo 


Test  Baiting 


First  Treatment  Second  Treatment 


Noo  of 

manholes 

in  sewerage  system  , . 

2,382 

2,382 

2,382 

Noo  of 

manholes 

baxted  o ,  , o  o  o 

584 

168 

128 

Noo  of 

manholes 

showing  ’ takes ”  , o 

107 

68 

5 

No,  of 

manholes 

showing  nil  Hakes" 

477 

100 

123 

River  Treatment 


Comment  has  previously  been  made  of  the  effect  of  river  banks  providing 
reservoirs  of  infestation,  and  it  seemed  that  many  complaints  arising  during  the  year 
could  be  attributed  to  these  sources o  The  Committee  gave-  the  fullest  consideration 
to  the  level  of  infestation  in  the  town,  and  accepted  the  recommendation  that  the 
greatest  improvement  that  could  be  achieved  would  be  by  a  yearly  treatment  of  the 
river  banks o  Additional  finance  was  approved  to  cover  this  treatment  which  will  start 
in  1972o 

Treatments  are  undertaken  by  the  foreman  who,  with  a  van,  is  more  mobile  than 
the  former  full-time  rodent  operator  travelling  on  foot  or  public  transport  <> 

Another  employee  was  sent  on  a  rodent  control  course  and  thus  two  trained  employees 
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of  the  Department  are  available  to  supplement  the  foreman^  Principally  they  will  be 
responsible  for  the  river  treatment  which  is  expected  to  take  three  months  a  year  to 
complete o  They  are  available  also  to  assist  in  rodent  control  work  when  the  need 
arises o  Normally  they  are  employed  as  refuse  collectors o 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1931 

The  above  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April  1952,  seeks  to 
control  the  conditions  under  which  pet  animals  are  kept  for  sale®  All  primary 
inspections  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  local  inspector  of  the  RoS.P.G.A. 
One  premise  is  licenced  under  the  above  Acto 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  I963 

The  above  Act  regulates  the  keeping  of  boarding  establishments  for  animals  and 
for  purposes  connected  therewitho  All  primary  inspections  are  carried  out  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  local  inspector  of  the  R»S.PoC.A,  Four  applications  for  licences 
were  received  and  grantedo 


oo»«««oe*o« 


FACTORIES  ACT  196I 


Noo  on 
Register 


Factories  in  which  Sections  1 ,  2 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  00 


Factories  not  included  above  to 
which  Section  7  applies  <,0 

Other  premises  to  which  Section  7 
applies  00  00  00  00  00 


139 

6 


145 


Number  of  Noo  of 

Inspections  Notices 


2 


DEFECTS 


Found  Remedied 


Referred 


to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 


Sanitary  Conveniences 

Unsuitable  or  defective 


OUTWORKERS 


In  accordance  with  Section  133  (l)(c)  of  the  Factories  Act  I96I 
notifications  on  the  August  list  were  received  from  six  factory  occupiers  in  the 
Borough  that  twenty^three  outworkers  were  employed  in  classes  of  work  specified 
by  Order o  This  shows  a  decrease  of  three  outworkers  on  the  previous  yearo  These 
were  largely  connected  with  the  slipper  industry o  In  four  cases,  where  the  out¬ 
workers  carried  on  work  outside  the  Borough,  the  appropriate  local  authorities 
were  informedo 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premise 
(1) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 
(2) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
the  end  of 
the  year 
(3) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection 
during  the  year 
(4) 

Offices 

1 

51 

13 

Retail  shops 

2 

117 

44 

Wholesale  shops ,  warehouses 

6 

4 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public ,  canteens 

- 

13 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

3 

187 

62 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS 

BY  INSPECTORS 

TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES  -  65 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace  (1) 

Number  of  persons  employed  (2) 

Offices 

238 

Retail  Shops 

392 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

31 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

53 

Canteens 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

Total 

716 

Total  Males  -  ^14 

Total  Females  -  402 
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EXEMPTIONS 


Nil, 


PROSECUTIONS 

Nil, 


INSPECTORS 


Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (l)  or  (5) 


of  the  Act 


oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  ••  eo  ee 


Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on 
work  in  connection  with  the  Act 


o  o  •  e  •  o 


•  0 


.  Nil 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  premises  at  which  particular  contra¬ 
ventions  were  noted,  the  number  of  contraventions  recorded,  and  the  contraventions 
found  to  have  been  remedied  during  1971 J 


NATURE  OF  DEFECT  OR  CONTRAVENTION 

Cleanliness  00  o,  ,,  00 

00  00 

Premises 

Found 

Premises 

1 

Abated 

2 

Overcrowding  , ,  , , 

0  0 

0  •  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Temperature  , ,  ,0  , « 

e  0 

00  a  e 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ventilation 

♦  ♦ 

00  0  e 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Xii.^h'kd.n^  00  00  00 

e  0 

00  00 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  , , 

0  0 

«  0  Cr  0 

2 

4 

3 

4 

Washing  Facilities 

0  0 

CO  0  e 

1 

3 

1 

3 

Accommodation  for  Clothing 

•  0 

00  CO 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work 

•  c 

00  00 

- 

- 

- 

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs 

0  e 

00  00 

■as 

- 

- 

- 

First  Aid,  General  Provisions 

0  0 

00  00 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Thermometers  , .  ,0  ,0 

0  • 

CO  0  0 

4 

4 

5 

6 

Information  for  Employees  0 » 

0  0 

0  0  00 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Regulation  for  Securing  Health 

and  Safety 

■■s 

- 

- 

16  24 


The  table  on  the  following  page,  which  accumulates  the  totals  of  1965*  1966, 
1967?  1968,  1969?  1970  and  1971  virtually  provides  a  balance  sheet  showing  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  towards  full  compliance  with  requirements.  Broadly 
90%  of  the  outstanding  contraventions  noted  have  been  remedied,  and  it  is  known 
that  much  other  work  is  in  contractors'  hands. 
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NATUEE  OF  DEFECT  OR  CONTRAVENTION 


Premises 

Found 

Premises 

Abated 

o  o  oo  oo  oo 

0  0 

0  0 

172 

147 

Overcrowding  00  00  .0  00 

0  0 

0  0 

2 

2 

Temperature  0 »  00  00  <,0 

0  0 

0  0 

48 

ca9 

42 

Ventilation  00  0.  00  00 

0  0 

0  0 

8 

<*» 

8 

00  00  00  00 

0  0 

0  0 

29 

24 

Sanitary  Conveniences  00  00 

0  0 

0  0 

239 

229 

Washing  Facilities  .0 

0  0 

0  0 

— 

100 

0 

90 

Accommodation  for  Clothing 

0  0 

0  0 

12 

caa 

10 

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  oo 

0  0 

0  0 

127 

121 

First  Aid,  General  Provisions 

0  0 

0  0 

oca 

121 

cat 

114 

Information  for  Employees 

0  0 

0  0 

116 

108 

Regulations  for  Securing  Health 

and  Safety 

2 

2 

Thermometers  00  00  00  00 

0  0 

0  0 

123 

120 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  00 

0  0 

0  0 

1 

1;122 

1 

1018 

One  non-fatal  accident  was  reportedo 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I96O 

The  Council  embody  a  clause  in  public  works  contracts  restricting  the  periods 
when  drills  and  other  equipment  should  be  used,  and  stipulating  that  equipment 
should  be  integrally  or  otherwise  fitted  with  noise  suppression  devices o  In  general 
statutory  undertakers,  who  are  exempt  by  law  from  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Act, 
have  co^-operated  with  our  request  to  fit  silencers o 


Seven  complaints  were  received  and  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  during  the 
yearo  They  were  as  follows? 


Barking  dogs 


Noise  from  grass  track  motor 
cycling 


Number  Action 

3  Informal  approaches  to  dog 

owners  achieved  co-operation  and 
complaints  ceasedo 

1  Motor  club  agreed  to  pursue 

activities  in  isolated  part  out¬ 
side  the  Borougho 


Excessive  noise  from  early  1 

morning  delivery  vehicles 


Co-operation  from  proprietors  to 
minimise  abated  the  complaint » 


Excessive  noise  from  stone  crushing  1 

plant  operating  near  residential 
property 


This  complaint  was  also  associated 
with  planning  approvals  Offending 
plant  moved o 
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Nature  of  Complaint 


Number 


Action 


Excessive  noise  from  installation  1  Noise  level  readings  indicated 

of  compressors,  fans  and  motors  that  the  noise  level  in  relation 

used  for  a  cold  store  at  bakery  to  the  ambient  noise  justified 

the  complaint*  The  firm  agreed 
to  bring  in  a  consultant,  and 
work  to  abate  the  nuisance  was 
carried  out. 

It  is  worthwhile  drawing  attention  to  the  latter  case  as  it  was  an  instance 
where  a  co-operative  businessman  was  involved  in  appreciable  expenditure  to  abate  a 
nuisance  which  could  have  been  avoided  in  the  first  place  if  the  refrigeration  firm 
had  appreciated  the  likely  nuisance  which  would  occur*  To  instal  fans,  condensers 
and  motors  outside  close  to  property,  to  operate  them  at  night  without  adequate 
sound  insulation,  was  inviting  complaints*  The  businessman  was  assured  that  no 
nuisance  would  occur,  although  originally  he  wanted  the  plant  installed  inside  the 
bakehouse.  Here  it  could  have  been  adequately  screened  and  provided  with  sufficient 
air  supply'  for  cooling  purposes*  If  inside  installation  had  occurred,  I  feel  certain 
the  complaints  would  never  have  arisen* 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


REFUSE  STORAGE 

The  rate  borne  municipal  bin  scheme  continued  in  its  eighth  year  to  work 
satisfactorily*  The  scheme  provides  for  renewal  of  one  bin  per  premise  as  a  bin 
becomes  defective,  to  cover  provision  of  bins  for  new  houses,  and,  where  justifiable, 
not  to  limit  renewal  or  supply  of  one  bin  per  household.  The  scheme  is,  therefore, 
fully  comprehensive* 

The  Committee  agreed  to  experiment  in  1971  with  the  issue  of  a  3"^  cubic  foot 
capacity  high  density  plastic  dustbin  and  a  3  cubic  foot  galvanised  dustbin*  This 
change  was  made  to  meet  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  refuse  as,  increasingly,  the 
2-j  cubic  foot  dustbin,  formerly  issued,  is  becoming  inadequate  in  capacity  for  more 
houses*  Wherever  possible  the  plastic  dustbin  was  issued  and  this,  apart  from 
capacity  considerations,  is  lighter  to  handle  and  more  hygienic*  Doubt  remains  as 
to  its  stability  in  exposed  sites,  hence  the  continuation  of  use  of  a  larger 
galvanised  bin  until  more  experience  is  gained*  Naturally  care  has  to  be  exercised 
in  not  placing  hot  ashes  in  the  plastic  dustbin  and,  in  addition  to  the  warning  to 
this  effect  clearly  marked  on  the  lid,  a  special  warning  letter  is  issued  to  each 
recipient  of  a  plastic  bin* 

During  the  year  the  following  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the  Department; 

331  Galvanised  dustbins  and  338  rubber  lids 

21 4  Plastic  dustbins  and  210  rubber  lids 
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Of  these  the  following  were  supplied  under  the  scheme  at  a  cost  of  slightly  less  than 
a  o3p  rate. 

466  Galvanised  bins  and  473  rubber  lids 

168  Plastic  bins  and  I70  rubber  lids 

The  issue  of  paper  sacks  at  holiday  periods  to  meet  temporary  storage  difficulties 
continued  to  function  satisfactorilyo  About  23?^  of  householders  in  the  town  avail 
themselves  of  this  service  which,  in  addition  to  facilitating  the  principle  of  a  same 
day  collection  service,  reduces  the  usual  complaints  following  holiday  periods  to  very 
small  numbers o  The  paper  sack  system  was  also  used  to  meet  temporary  collection 
disturbances  due  to  road  repairs  etCo  The  two  latest  Council  house  projects,  involving 
some  240  houses,  are  also  served  by  paper  sacks  with  holders  affixed  to  the  ledge  of 
an  outward  opening  door  enclosing  a  brick  compartment  large  enough  to  accommodate  two 
sacks o  Sixty  other  private  houses  are  on  the  paper  sack  system  using  the  sack  as  a 
bin  liner o 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Difficulties  continue  in  the  recruitment  of  suitable  labour,  although  the  payment 
of  certain  bonuses  when  teams  are  depleted  enables  the  continuance  of  a  weekly  refuse 
collection  service o 

The  free  service  provided  for  the  removal  of  bulky  household  refuse,  including 
furniture,  continued  to  be  in  increasing  demand  and  called  for  re-orgamisation  and 
increased  transport  and  labour  during  the  yearo  This  service,  whilst  still  un¬ 
fortunately  not  preventing  indiscriminate  dumping,  gives  no  excuse  for  such  action 
but  obviously  prevents  a  good  dealo  Reasonable  amounts  of  garden  refuse  and  "do 
it  yourself"  building  work  refuse  is  also  removed  free  of  charge,  but  payment  is 
insisted  upon  for  excessive  amounts  of  this  latter  type  of  work,  and  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  determine  genuine  jobso 

Domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  by  three  teams  with  a  performance  of 
120  bins  per  man  per  day  operating  on  a  stint  system o  A  separate  collection  of 
waste  paper  from  shops  and  offices  is  made  by  a  fourth  vehicle  which  also  collects 
refuse  from  outlying  farms o  The  average  length  of  haul  to  tip  for  the  larger 
vehicle  is  2-^  miles,  as  against  1-^  miles  for  the  smaller  vehicle o 

The  number  of  working  days  lost  due  to  sickness  and  injury  amounted  to  332  or 
the  labour  of  one  man  for  most  of  the  yearo  The  labour  turnover  rate  was  nearly 

509^. 

The  type  and  age  of  the  vehicles  operated  are  listed  on  the  following  pages 


Type  of  Vehicle 


So  X<  Do  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  12  cuo  yard 
capacity  and  loaders  cab  . 

Karrier  Bantam  10  cUo  yard  capacity 

So  tc  Do  TZ  Type  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  25  cUo 
yard  capacity  and  loaders  cab 

So  t  D.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  25  cu.  yard 
capacity  and  loaders  cab  o  o  . o  o  o 

So  te  Do  20  cUo  yard  Pakamatic  and  loaders  cab 


Year  Purchased 

Reg, 

.  No, 

1962 

507 

XTB 

1962 

687 

TE 

1964 

HTF 

522B 

1968 

KTD 

886F 

1969 

STJ 

00 

0 

00 

The  two  1962  vehicles  will  be  replaced  in  1972  as,  apart  from  having  served  a 
useful  life,  they  will  not  meet  the  new  braking  requirements  due  to  come  into 
operation  on  the  1st  January  1973o 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  1967 

The  above  Act  and  relevant  regulations,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  unlawfully 
deposited  rubbish,  came  into  operation  on  the  24th  August  1967o 

In  1968  this  authority  designated  Meadow  Head  Tip  as  the  refuse  disposal  centre 
where  people  may  take  their  refuse  as  required  by  the  Act,  and  full  publicity  was 
given  to  the  arrangements o  This  provision  was  considered  adequate,  particularly 
having  regard  to  facilities  which  are  available  for  the  free  collection  of  bulky 
discards o  Opening  of  the  tip  during  the  week-end,  although  ideal,  has  proved 
difficult  to  control  due  to  people  not  depositing  in  allocated  places,  and  this  has 
necessitated  considerable  tidying  up  on  the  Monday*  Also,  open  access  has  provided 
the  tipping  of  certain  inflammable  industrial  waste  which  is  not  normally  taken  on 
the  tip  but  is  diverted  to  the  private  locally  sited  industrial  tip*  Arrangements 
for  tipping  during  the  week-end  can  still  be  made  by  prior  arrangement  and  so 
better  control  can  be  exercised* 


No  formal  action  was  taken  during  1971  regarding  unauthorised  dumping,  but  the 
clearance  of  many  sites  in  the  Borough  is  a  problem  which  will  have  to  be  faced  in 
the  future  if  amenities  are  to  be  improved*  It  is  virtually  impossible  to  find  the 
culprits  of  unauthorised  dumping,  and  the  clearance  of  the  various  sites  in  the 
town  will  prove  costly  and  could  disorganise  existing  transport  and  labour  arrange¬ 
ments*  The  possible  use  of  voluntary  workers  could  be  explored* 

The  duty  to  remove  apparently  abandoned  motor  vehicles  came  into  operation  on 
the  27th  January  and  became  mandatory  six  months  later* 

The  previous  private  arrangements  made  with  a  local  car  dismantling,  firm  were 
successfully  continued  during  1971  ia  the  administration  of  the  new  provisions* 
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Eighty-^two  visits  were  paid  by  your  Inspectors  under  the  Act,  mainly  in 
connection  with  the  abandonment  of  vehicles o  Eight  abandoned  vehicles  were  removed 
during  the  year,  three  of  which  necessitated  the  use  of  Statutory  powers o 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Tipping  was  continued  on  the  9o^  acres  of  land  which  has  been  leased  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  old  Meadow  Head  tip  and  this  provides  the  necessary  material  for 
covering  purposes o  Volumetric  calculations  based  on  the  aerial  survey  undertaken  in 
1970  indicate  that  about  twelve  years”  tipping  still  exists  on  the  present  site®  The 
first  phase  of  land  reclamation  for  restoration  to  agricultural  use  should  be  completed 
in  1973°  It  is  proposed  to  soil  and  re^seed  about  two  years  later,  but  perimeter 
drainage  work  and  stripping  of  the  second  phase  of  the  project  will  be  needed  in  1973® 

Considerable  improvement  in  tipping  arrangements  followed  the  purchase  of  a  four 
wheeled  drive  mechamical  shovel  im  1970°  Mobility  problems  were  alleviated,  thus 
allowing  more  progressive  tipping  to  take  place o  Better  mechanisation  and  the 
availability  of  our  own  small  diesel  pump  and  fire  hose  also  greatly  reduced  fire 
risk  and  nuisance  problems  reported  on  in  the  1970  Report o 


To  supplement  the  free  collection  of  bulky  articles  and  to  discourage  people 
from  indiscriminate  tipping,  a  free  disposal  service  was  offered  for  loads  up  to  one 
ton  in  bulko  The  number  of  loads  tipped  was  as  follows? 


Refuse  o  o 
Sweepings 
Gully  Material 
Various  o  o 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


o  o 

o  o 

O  0 

o  o 


0.  3,054 

o  o  464 

o  o  471 

0  o  9G0 


SALVAGE 

The  weight  of  waste  paper  collected  and  sold  for  salvage  was  139  tons  1  cwto 
2  quarters  which  brought  in  an  income  of  £l630o62o  A  salvage  bonus  is  payable  to 
the  mem  for  this  work,  and  £2.41 0IO  was  paid  out  in  this  connectiomo 

PAIL  CLOSETS 


The  mechanical  gully  emptier  is  hired  from  the  Highways  Department  on  one  day 
per  week  for  the  emptying  of  f if ty^ three  pails  provided  at  unsewered  property o 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  nine  ladies”  and  gentlemen” s  public  conveniences  and  eight  urinals <, 
Malicious  damage  continued  to  cause  appreciable  expenditure  in  repairs o  This  was 
particularly  apparent  at  the  newly  opened  conveniences  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
where,  because  of  severe  defacement  of  existing  wall  surfaces,  it  was  necessary 
to  resurface  the  walls  with  a  different  material o 


SECTION  E 


NEW  HOUSES 


HOUSING 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

Houses  Flats  and  Bungalows 

(a)  By  the  local  authority  oo  - 

(b)  By  other  local  authorities  oo  - 

(c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  « o  38 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 


o  o  40 

.0  158 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable,  at  reasonable  expense,  of  being 
rendered  fit: 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  purpose 


(a)  Number  found  during  the  year 

(b)  Number  at  the  end  of  the  year 


00  00 


00  o  • 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 


0  9  CO  00 


37 


e  •  00 


.  747 


00  CO  CO 


A, 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act  1937) 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reasons  of  bad 
arrangement  etc 


Houses 

Demolished 


65 


o  00  00  00 


(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2) 


00  00  00 


Displaced 
Persons  Families 


24 


15 
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Not  in  Clearance  Areas 


Houses 

Demolished 


Persons  Families 


(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17(l)  oo  <.<>  oo  24 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 
action  has  been  taken  under  Local  Acts 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders  00 

Bo  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED  (Housing  Act  1937) 

Number 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4) ,  17(1)9  35(1)  00  00  22 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  o »  00 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18  o» 


Displaced 
Persons  Faimilies 

48  22 


C,  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 


By  Owner  By  Local  Authority 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  4 

(12)  After  formal  notices  under » 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  00  00 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16  Housing  Act  1937 

(13)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act  1957 
Do  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act  1937) 


Noo  of  houses 


Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 
under  Section  48  00  00  00  00  00  19 

E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 

Noo  of  houses  Noo  of  occupants 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 

Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

purchased  during  the  year  00  00  00  1 


Noo  of  separate 

dwellings 

19 


38. 


HOUSING  ACT  19^9,  AND  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1938 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Noo  of  dwelling  houses  or  other 

buildings  affected  in  schemes  of: 


Action  during  yean 


.Private  bodies 

or  individuals 


(a)  By  private  individuals  to  L,A. 

(b)  Finally  approved  by  L,A. 

(c)  Submitted  by  L.A.  to  Ministry 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

(e)  Work  completed  oo  bo 


97 

34 

23 


Local 

Authority 


64 

64 

6 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1939,  AND  HOUSING  ACTS  I96I  I  1964  STANDARD  GRANTS 

No,  of  Dwelling 

Action  during  year;  Houses  affected 


(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  L.A,  for  improvement 
full  standard  00  0 »  00  00  00  00 

to 

106 

(b) 

Applications  submitted  to  L.A.  for  improvement 
reduced  standard  00  o.  00  c«  .0  00 

to 

(c) 

Applications  approved  by  L.A.  for  improvement 
full  standard  .o  o.  <>.  0.  00  o. 

to 

88 

(d) 

Applications  approved  by  L.A.  for  improvement 
reduced  standard  .. 

to 

(e) 

Work  completed  ..  ..  ..  ..  •.  00 

69 

HOUSING  ACT  1969  -  PART  III 

RETURN  OF  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES  -  1st  January  1971  to  31st  December  1971 
Improvement  Cases 


1 o  Number  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates 
under  Section  44(2)  under  consideration  at  the  end  of 


period 


00  00  oo  op  00  00 


Number  of  certificates  of  provisional  approval 

issued  00  00  00  00  00  00 


Nil 

3 


3o 


Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued  under 
Section  46(3) 


Nil 


I 
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Qualification  Certificates  continued 

Standard  Amenities  already  provided 


4o  Number  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates 

under  Section  44(1)  under  consideration  at  end  of  period  « o  1 

5o  Number  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates 

under  Section  45(2)  in  respect  ofs~ 

(a)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £90  or  more 

in  Greater  London  or  of  £60  or  more  elsewhere  .  <>  o  o  o  o  1 

(b)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £60  to  less  than 

£90  in  Greater  London  or  of  £40  to  less  than  £60  elsewhere  . o  2 

(c)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  less  than  £60  in 

Greater  London  or  less  than  £40  elsewhere  00  00  <> «  00  Nil 

Exemption  for  Low  Income  Tenants  from  Section  54 

60  Number  of  certificates  issued  under  Section  55  00  00  00  Nil 

GENERAL 

Progress  with  slum  clearance  in  19?1  received  a  set-back  by  the  financial 
stringencies  imposed  by  the  financial  circular  2/70  in  which  slum  clearance  was  not 
regarded  as  key  sectoro  This  has  now  been  revised  and  the  slum  clearance  programme 
can  now  proceed  at  the  programmed  rate  of  about  one  hundred  houses  per  yearo  In 
view  of  the  restrictions  only  fourteen  houses  were  represented  in  Clearance  Areas, 
all  of  which  were  the  subject  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders o  Another  forty  houses 
which  had  been  represented  in  1970  were  re-represented  in  1971° 

In  view  of  the  changes  a  revised  slum  clearance  programme  was  submitted  and 
approved  by  the  Committee  during  the  year* 

Continuation  of  the  back-to-back  improvement  survey  programme  proceeded  and 
more  houses  were  purchased,  or  in  negotation  for  purchase  by  the  Council  for  improve¬ 
ment  purposeso  Some  153  houses,  including  II6  back-to-back  houses,  are  involvedo 
The  extension  of  time  for  the  73%  grant  should  enable  these  houses,  and  those 
scheduled  for  survey  in  the  near  future,  to  be  completed  before  1974o 

The  increase  of  grants  attracted  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  grant  improvement  with  a  decided  swing  to  applications  for 
discretionary  grants  compared  with  former  years,  thus  Riding  a  far  better  standard 
of  house o 

Another  feature  of  the  '69  A±  which  again  failed  to  bring  much  response  was  the 
use  of  the  facilities  to  obtain  fair  rents  provided  the  houses  were  in  good  repair  and 
possessed  modern  amenities 0  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  landlord’s  poor 
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response  to  the  opportunities  afforded,  although  our  knowledge  is  restricted  to 
controlled  tenancies  of  rented  houses  possessing  the  standard  amenities c.  I  under¬ 
stand  from  the  Rent  Officer  that,  so  far  as  decontrolled  tenancies  are  concerned, 
applications  for  fair  rents  for  property  have  only  been  lowo  Yet  if  one  examines 
the  figures  published  later  in  the  Report  on  page  42  one  observes  that  in  the  older 
terraced  property,  i<,eo  excluding  back-to-back  blocks,  there  are  146  rented  properties 
with  standard  amenities  and  306  properties  requiring  the  provision  of  some  amenities. 
The  improvement  grants  and  new  rent  legislation  may  alter  the  position,  but  to  date 
the  tendency  has  been  for  landlords  to  agree  to  sell  older  property  to  the  Council 
rather  than  carry  out  improvements o 

The  following  statistical  review  sets  out  the  housing  standards  of  all 
property  in  the  town  based  on  information  available  in  the  Department  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  gives  the  progress  made  in  the  clearance  and  improvement  of  property 
which  formed  the  main  basis  of  the  1954  plaHo 

No.  of 

Ao  Broad  classification  of  property  in  the  town  at  the  end  of  1971  houses 


Property  of  satisfactory  standard 

Taj  Older  houses  CSection  B,  1b  and  1c)  ..  ..  o.  .. 

(b)  Council  houses  (Estates  only)  .o  o.  oo  ..  o.  oo 

(c)  Pre  and  post  war  private  detached  and  semi-detached  houses 

( approx) 

Property  of  unsatisfactory  standard  for  future  action 

(a}  Probable  for  clearance  (Section  B,  2a  and  2g )  . »  . o  . o 

(b)  Probable  for  improvement  (Section  B,  2b  and  2d)  .. 


2384 

2760 

984 

6128 

558 

1175 

1951 


Property  in  isolated  rural  areas,  mainly  farm  cottages  unlikely  for 

action  in  foreseeable  future 

( approx) 

Total  Houses  . .  00 

B.  Progress  in  the  clearance  and  improvement  of  older  property  at  the 

end  of  1971 


1 o  Action  completed 

(a)  Clearance  programmes  (125  await  confirmation  re-housing  and/or 

demolition) 


no  00 


1749 


(b)  Back-to-back  improvement  programme 

(including  106  associated  Hhroughs’) 


on  00  00 


264 


(c)  Older  terraced  properties  with  full  standard  amenities 


n  o 


2o 


Out standi ms 

(a)  Clearance  programme  (1971  -  197^)  oo  oo 

(b)  Back“=tO“>back  improvement  1969  -  1975 

(including  associated  'throughs')  00 


NooOf  houses 

366”^ 


(c)  Residue  property  for  further  detailed  examination  after  1975 

(probably  the  majority  for  clearance)  00  00  »o 

(d)  Older  terraced  properties  requiring  provision  of  some 

amenities  00  00  o©  ©o  ©©  •© 


702 

192 

1037 

1931 


C .  Standard  and  ownership  of  the  older  terraced  property  in  the  town  not 

included  in  clearance  or  improvement  programmes 


Owner 

Occupied 

Rented 

Total 

(a)  Up  to_standard 

197^  (73%) 

146  (32%) 

2120  (67%) 

(b)  Not  up  to  standard 

(i) 

With  bathroom  and  few  deficiencies 
(majority  lacking  internal  W©C©  only) 

303 

48 

351 

(ii) 

Without  bathroom  and  other  amenities 

428 

2^ 

686 

731  (27%) 

306  (68%) 

1037  (33%) 

Totals  of  (a)  and  (b) 

2703  (85%) 

452  (15%) 

3157 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3^2  applicants  for  Council  houses,  and 
schemes  at  present  contemplated  include  50  dwellings  -  mixed  houses  and  flats© 


There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding  occurring  in  Council  houses  during  the 

year© 
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SECTION  F, 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 


The  supervision  of  milk  production  on  farms  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Foodo  Local  authorities  are  still 
responsible  for  many  important  duties  connected  with  milk  distribution,  including 
the  sampling  of  milk  after  it  leaves  the  farm.  They  also  possess  the  powers  for 
prevention  of  infection  of  milk,  and  duties  in  connection  with  water  supply,  sewage 
disposal  and  housing  at  farm  and  dairy  premises o 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  19^3  -  '1963  govern  the  designations 
which  may  be  applied  to  milko  Milk  which  is  not  subject  to  some  form  of  heat  treat¬ 
ment  is  now  designated  "untreated  milk",  whilst  the  treated  milks  embrace  "sterilised, 
pasteurised  and  ultra  heat  treated  milks" o 


There  are  22  producer  retailers  of  untreated  milk  in  the  Borough  and  64  registered 
distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the  district  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations  19590  The  following  table  details  the  number  and  results  of  samples  taken 
during  the  yearo 

Results 

NooOf  Number  Number  No 

Raw  Milk  -  Tuberculin  Tested  Samples  Positive  Negative  Results 


(a) 

Tuberculosis  biological  test 

Nil 

(b) 

Brucella 

Abortus, 

Ring  test 

182 

10 

(c) 

Brucella 

Abortus, 

Culture  test 

10 

2 

(d) 

Brucella 

Abortus, 

Biological  test 

1 

172 

8 

1 


Heat  Treated  Milk 


NooOf 

Samples 


No  0  satis- 
'actor: 


NooUnsatis- 


No 

Results 


(a)  Phosphatase  test 

(b)  Methylene  blue  reduction  test 

(c)  Turbidity  test 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


BRUCELLOSIS 


Special  attention  was  given  again  to  the  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of 
brucella  organism.So  It  was  found  possible  to  achieve  the  bi-monthly  sampling  of  our 
22  producer  retailers  and  also  outside  producer  retailers  delivering  milk  in  the 
Borougho 

It  is  important  to  note  that  of  the  l82  milk  samples  submitted  for  examination 
172  passed  the  preliminary  screening  Ring  test,,  This  alone  is  a  significant  improve¬ 
ment  on  sampling  results  obtained  a  few  years  ago  when  a  high  percentage  of  samples 
were  at  least  Ring  test  positive,.  The  10  positive  samples  submitted  for  cultural 
examination  revealed  two  positive  results o  One  related  to  an  individual  cow  sample 
which  a  farmer  had  requested^  On  learning  the  result  the  farmer  immediately  sent 
the  animal  for  slaughter o  Later  sampling  of  the  herd  revealed  negative  results® 
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The  other  positive  sample  was  a  herd  sample  and  a  statutory  notice  was  served  on  the 
farmer  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  untreated  milk.  The  farmer's  veterinary  surgeon  isolated 
one  infected  cow  following  blood  tests  and  the  cow  was  slaughteredo  The  restriction 
notice  was  later  revoked  following  two  negative  samples  from  the  remaining  herd,, 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  were  several  contacts  with  Veterinary  Officers  engaged  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  periodically  visit  slaughtering  facilities  to 
assist  in  raising  hygiene  standards  and  in  attaining  uniformity  of  administration 
arranged  by  various  authorities <>  The  Department  continued  its  monthly  detailed 
inspections  and  reports  on  each  slaughterhouse  to  supplement  the  day  to  day  visits 
for  meat  inspection  purposes <> 

The  1971  rates  for  meat  charges  were;  cattle  <=  12-^p?  calves  “  3'^P»  pigs  »  3'^P? 
and  sheep  »  2-^po  The  expenditure  incurred  on  meat  inspection  by  way  of  salaries, 
transport  etco  is  still  more  than  the  income  derived  from  the  charges,  but  it  was 
intended  to  revise  the  charges  early  in  1972o 

The  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  during  the  year  was  again  higher  than 
last  year’s  new  high  figure o  The  number  of  cattle  increased  over  the  previous  year 
by  259?  and  sheep  increased  by  1757o  The  number  of  pigs  increased  by  173  but  calves 
decreased  by  53o 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  RECORD  SUMMARY 


Cattle 

exclo 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

— 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Number  of  animals  killed 

4903 

1751 

26 

1299 

30,001 

Number  of  animals  inspected 

4903 

1751 

26 

1299 

30,001 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcass  or  organ  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.139^ 

Nil 

Pyaemic  Lesions 

Whole  carcass  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcass  or  organ  condemned 

323 

29 

Nil 

8 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  pyaemic  lesions 

606% 

1o7% 

Nil 

0«61% 

0o1% 

Fascioliasis 

Whole  carcass  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcass  or  organ  condemned 

968 

1072 

Nil 

Nil 

3,377 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  fascioliasis 

19o7% 

61  ,,2% 

Nil 

Nil 

i8o3% 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcass  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcass  or  organ  condemned 

7 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  cysticerci 

0„13% 

0„03% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  other  diseases 

Whole  carcass  condemned 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Part  carcass  or  organ  condemned 

240 

346 

2 

689 

1 ,812 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  other  diseases 

4o9% 

31«1% 

7.7% 

53. 

60o3% 

1 

In  addition  eight  carcases  affected  with  Cysticerci  were  submitted  for 
refrigerationo 


ANALYSIS  OF  REJECTIONS 
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WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  AND  OFFAL  CONDEMNED 


Disease 
Weight  of 
Meat  IbSo 


except  T,Bo 

Weight  of 
Offal  IbSo 


Tuberculosis  only 
Weight  of  Weight  of 

Meat  lbs»  Offal  lbs. 


34,423 


20 


REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION  OF  WHOLE  CARCASES 


Disease 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Pyaemia 

O  0  O  O  O  0 

am 

ao 

1 

Oedema  o .  o  o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

o 

0 

1 

2 

am 

Emaciation  o  o 

0  0  0  o  o  o 

"2 

1 

oo 

Immaturity 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

- 

- 

» 

_ 

Septicaemia 

•  e  o  e  o  0 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Gangrenous  lesions 

0  o  o  o  o  o 

- 

— 

1 

— 

One  application  for  licence  to  slaughter  or  stun  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  under 
the  provision  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958  was  granted  during  the  year. 


Forty-eight  inspections  were  also  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  food  at 
retailer's  premises,  and  the  following  articles  were  rejected; 


Tinned 

Meat 

e  o 

Ibso 

Frozen  Chicken  Pies  « o 

13  packets 

Tinned 

Fuit 

o  « 

6| 

Ibso 

"  Chickens  « . 

5 

Fresh  Vegetables 

o  • 

6 

Ibso 

”  Complete  dinners 

2 

Frozen 

Fish  Fingers 

o  o 

i49 

packets 

"  Yorkshire  puddings 

22 

packets 

tf 

Fish  Cakes 

0  0 

27 

II 

"  Pastry 

43 

II 

It 

Fish 

0  0 

237 

II 

"  Fruit  Pies 

6 

II 

Sliced  Beef 

o  o 

64 

II 

"  Trifles 

103 

II 

Lamb  Chops 

0  o 

2 

11 

*'  Cream  sandwiches 

6 

II 

Steaklets 

o  o 

23 

II 

"  Vegetables 

323 

packets 

II 

Beef  Burgers 

O  0 

123 

II 

"  Chipped  potatoes 

26 

II 

II 

Beef  Rissoles 

O  0 

6 

II 

’’  Fish  and  chips  » . 

2 

II 

II 

Minced  Beef 

0  o 

30 

II 

"  Ice  Cream 

70 

II 

II 

Sausages 

0  o 

22 

II 

”  Sausage  rolls  o  o 

l4 

II 

Meat  Pies 

O  9 

27 

II 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-four  inspections  of  food  premises  were  carried  out. 
Informal  notices  were  served  upon  the  persons  concerned  when  defects  were  found  as 
set  out  overleaf; - 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1933,  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970 


NATURE  OF  DEFECT  OR  CONTRAVENTION 

Premises  Fouad  Premises  Abated 


Cleaaliaess  of  Equipmemt  » o  o  o  <>  o  o  o  o  o 

Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  contaminatioa 
Personal  Cleaaliness  o®  oo  oo  oo  o*  o« 

Sanitary  Conveniences  o  o  o  o  o  o 

Wask“haffid  basins  to  be  provided  o  o  <,  <>  » « 

First  Aid  Materials  to  be  provided  o  o  o  o  » <> 

Accommodation  for  Clothing  etc*  oo  oo 
Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 
Lighting  of  food  rooms  o  o  <, »  o  o  o » 

Cleanliness  and  repair  etCo  of  food  rooms  oo 
Accumulation  of  refuse  etCo  oo  o®  oo  oo 

Temperature  at  which  certain  foods  are  to  be  kept 
Water  supply  to  be  provided  o  o  o  o  o  o  « o 

Ventilation  of  food  rooms  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo 


6 

5 
1 
2 

6 

3 

3 

17 

1 

1 

1 


18 

3 
1 

4 
8 

3 

3 

48 

1 

1 

1 


2 

4 

1 


1 

4 


1 

1 


6 

6 

1 


1 

9 


The  number  of  premises,  food,  by  type  of  business  in  the  district  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  as  follows? 


I 

>  -  ■!  1  r  ■  ■  -  Ti  .  .1 

Noo  of  premises 

Noo  of  premises 

Type  of 

NooOf 

fitted  to  comply 

to  which 

NooOf  premises 

business 

premises 

with  Rego  l8 

Rego  21 

fitted  to  comply 

(Wash-hand  basin) 

(Sinks) 

with  Rego  21 

1 o  Grocers  and 

provisioiL  dealers 

76 

76 

69 

69 

2o  Greengrocers 
and  fruiterers  (imco 

those  selling  wet 
fish,  game  etCo) 

18 

18 

18 

18 

3o  Fishmongers  (inco 

those  selling 
poultry,  game  etCo) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4o  Meat  shops 
(butchers, 
purveyors  of  cooked 
and  preserved  meats 
tripe  etCo) 

34 

34 

34 

34 

Continued  over 
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Type  of 
business 

Noo  ©f 
Premises 

No»  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Rego  18 
(Wash-hand  basin) 

No.  of  premises 
to  which 

Reg<,21  applies 
(Sinks) 

No^  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Rego21 

Bakers  and/or 

confectioners 

19 

19 

19 

19 

6o  Fried  fish 

■  shops 

18 

18 

18 

18 

7o  Shops  selling 
mainly  sugar  con¬ 
fectionery,  minerals, 
ice-cream  etco 

18 

18 

3 

3 

8o  Licensed 
premises,  clubs, 
canteens,  restaurants 
cafes,  snack  bars  anc 
similar  catering 
establishments 

» 

68 

68 

68 

68 

9o  Others 

3 

3 

3 

3 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  two  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  Borough,  both  of  whom  use  the 
hot-mix  methodo  In  only  one  instance  is  the  production  carried  out  on  a  large 
scale e  The  other  is  a  small  trader  and  shopkeeper  manufacturing  for  his  own 
requirements o  The  details  of  registration  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: 

1 o  Manufacturing  retailers  oo  2  Hot  Mix  0  Cold  Mix 

2o  Retailers  only  oo  82  0 

84  Hot  Mix  0  Cold  Mix 

Generally  speaking  inspection  of  the  ice-cream  premises  revealed  that  the 
relevant  Acts  and  Regulations ,  together  with  the  adopted  Lancashire  County  Council's 
Codes  of  Practice,  were  being  satisfactorily  observedo 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULTERATION 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  undertake  the  sampling  of  food  for  quality, 
assistance  being  rendered  by  this  Department  as  requiredo  Doctor  CoHoToWade,  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  kindly  furnished  the  information  overleaf: 
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A  total  of  46  samples  was  obtained  comprising  19  milks  (one  of  which  was  a 
Channel  Islands  milk)  and  27  others  as  follows! 


1  Gravy  Mix 
1  Tuna  canned 
1  Salmon  canned 
1  Low  Fat  Yoghourt 
1  Rim  Flavouring 
1  Fishcakes 
1  Herbal  Tablets 

(Aid  to  Slimming  Tablets) 

1  Hair  Lotion  (Extract  of  Rosemary) 
1  Chest  and  Lung  Mixture 
1  Rice  Pudding  canned 
1  Fish  Dressing 
1  Flaked  Almonds 
1  Cut  Mixed  Peel 


1  Lemon  Flavouring 
1  Cochineal  Colouring 
1  Plain  Flour 
1  Dried  Potato 
1  Analgesic  Powders 
1  Porkburgers 
1  Pork  Sausage 
1  Pigs  Liver 
1  Raspberry  Preserve 
1  Danish  Mussels  canned 
1  Prepared  Mustard 
1  Part  Red  Plum  Jam 
1  Clotted  Cream  Fudge  Eclair 
1  Christmas  Pudding 


I  give  below  details  of  those  samples  on  which  the  County  Analyst  gave  adverse 
reports! 


Type  of  SaHiple 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  taken 

Hair  Lotion 
(Extract  of 
Rosemary) 

Ethanol  content  l4oC)%  by  volume  equivalent 
to  only  15o4%  spo  Metho  Indust o  BoPoCo 
compared  with  21c75%  declared  =>  and  label 
did  not  indicate  that  all  percentages  were 
by  volume » 

Manufacturer 

communicated 

with. 

Port  Sausages 

Meat  content  70o^%o  Contained  160  parts 
per  million  of  sulphite  preservative 
(expressed  as  sulphur  dioxide)  without 
declarationo 

Vendor  inter¬ 
viewed  and 
cautioned  re 
preservatives  o 

Pigs  Liver 

Contained  1  <>4  parts  per  million  arsenic o 

Should  not  have  contained  more  than  one 
part  per  million « 

Further  sample 
obtainedo 

Part  Red  Plum  Jam 

Contained  three  parts  of  a  fly  of  the 
family  Tuchinidae  °  parasitic  flies 
laying  eggs  in  a  wide  range  of  host 
insects  =  it  had  been  boiled  with  the  jam 
and  weighed  28  mgmso 

Complainant 
informed  and 
manufacturer 
cautioned. 

Clotted  Cream 

Fudge  Eclair 

The  sample  contained  no  toxic  metals  rancid 
fat  etco  but  the  butterfat  content  was  only 

2o5%  (ii4  a  total  fat  content  of  7 o7°/°) »  Should 
contain  not  less  than  4%  butterfato 

Complainant 
reassured  re 
fitness  for 
eating  and 
manufacturer 
communicated  with. 

Consumar  Complaints 


Recent  national  surveys  which  have  been  carried  out  reveal  that  90%  of  all  food 
prosecutions  are  now  for  the  presence  of  foreign  material  and  mould,  whereas  the 
remainder  relating  to  adulteration  are  mainly  compositional  defects o  The  prosecutions 
were  in  the  following  proportions,  55%  foreign  matter:  35%  moulds  This  reveals 
interesting  trends  as,  years  ago,  the  accent  was  on  adulteration  with  milk  the  prime 
culprit »  The  low  adulteration  of  milk  nowadays  reflects  better  control  and  a  high 
degree  of  responsibility  in  the  dairying  industry. 

Last  year  we  had  sixteen  complaints  from  members  of  the  public  and  all  such 
complaints  received  the  fullest  possible  investigation,  although  it  was  not  necessary 
to  institute  any  legal  proceedings o  The  occurrences  are  deplored  of  course  but, 
nevertheless,  we  welcome  the  complaints  as,  even  if  a  prosecution  by  ourselves  or  the 
County  Council  does  not  take  place,  the  general  investigation  institutes  a  thorough 
examination  of  various  stages  of  food  distribution  and  production. 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  one  notification  was  received  concerning  a  person  affected  with  salmonella 
food  poisoning  and  this  had  been  contracted  abroad.  One  cannot  help  but  consider 
whether  all  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  suspected  food  poisoning  are  in  fact  notified. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT 

Functions  with  regard  to  the  above  Act,  which  are  administered  by  the  Health 
Committee  and  carried  out  by  the  Police,  were  transferred  later  in  the  year  to  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors o 


MORTUARY 

During  1971  ninety-six  bodies  were  dealt  with  by  the  Police  at  the  public 
mortuary o  The  mortuary  also  serves  the  Borough  of  Bacup. 
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